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SUBJECT: NIGER ASKS USG DONATE PLANES FOR 1974 CLOUD SEEDING 
PROGRAM 

REF: A. NIAMEY 3488 (NOTAL) B. NIAMEY 2939 (NOTAL) 

1. FOREIGN MINISTER SABO IN LETTER DATED DEC 17 REQUESTS 
USG DONATE TWO PIPER AZTEC AIRCRAFT EQUIPPED FOR HIGH 
ALTITUDE CLOUD SEEDING OPERATIONS FOR NIGER WEATHER 
MODIFICATION PROGRAM TO BEGIN NEXT MAY. LETTER IS 
FORMALIZATION OF REQUEST MENTIONED BY PRES DIORI TO CODEL 
DIGGS (REF A). FRENCH EMBASSY HAS BEEN ASKED SUPPLY GROUND 
SUPPORT EQUIPMENT FOR OPERATION INCLUDING RADAR AND RADIOS. 
FRENCH RESPONSE EXPECTED TO BE GENERALLY POSITIVE. 

2. AS PREVIOUSLY REPORTED NIGER GOVERNMENT WAS SUFFICIENTLY 
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SEPTEMBER BY PRIVATE AMERICAN CONTRACTOR AND FRENCH 
GOVERNMENT AGENCY TO EMBARK ON EXPENDED PROGRAM FOR 1974 
GROWING SEASON. CONTRACT HAS BEEN OFFERED TO AMERICAN 
WEATHER MODIFICATION SPECIALIST TO DIRECT PROGRAM WITH GON 
ASSUMING RESPONSIBILITY OF FURNISHING PLANES AND PILOTS. 

PRESIDENT DIORI HAS BEEN FOLLOWING PREPARATIONS FOR CLOUD 
SEEDING PROJECT WITH KEEN INTEREST AND HAS REFERRED TO IT 
SEVERAL TIMES RECENTLY IN PUBLIC STATEMENTS INCLUDING REPUBLIC 
DAY ADDRESS. 

3. DEPARTMENT WILL RECALL DEEP DISAPPOINTMENT EXPRESSED BY 
PRES DIORI. FOREIGN MINISTER ET AL AT USG REFUSALS IN PAST TO 
NIGER REQUESTS FOR OPERATIONAL ASSISTANCE. DESPITE 
PREVIOUS REJECTIONS GON AGAIN TURNING TO USG. SIGNIFICANT 
DIFFERENCE THIS TIME IS THAT GON NOW ASKING US TO SUPPLY COMMODITY 
INPUT TO A NIGER GOVERNMENT PROGRAM RATHER THAN TO MOUNT A USG 
OPERATION. LEGAL AND POLITICAL OBJECTIONS RAISED TO JUSTIFY OUR 
PAST TURNDOWNS THEREFORE NO LONGER SEEM COGENT. 

4. PROVISION OF THE AZTECS BY USG WOULD BE SIGNIFICANTN 
CONTRIBUTION TO PROGRAM AND WOULD BE GREATLY APPRECIATED BY 
NIGERIENS PARTICULARLY IN VIEW OF OUR PREVIOUS POSITION. IF, 

ON OTHER HAND. DECISION IS MADE TO REFUSE REQUEST, GIVEN 
PERSONAL AND EMOTIONAL COMMITMENT TO PROJECT BY PRESIDENT 
DIORI WE CAN EXPECT A RECRUDESCENCE OF CRITICISM 
EXPERIENCED SEVERAL MONTHS AGO. 

BUCHE 
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